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Vor. VII. 





A Srupm Crecutar. 


The Commissioners in Lunacy should devote an 
enquiry to the case of the Board of Agriculture. 
Who is responsible for the following stupid circular ? 
The general public may not perhaps take much 
notice of the attempt to ignore the veterinary pro- 
fession, but they will doubtless waken up when their 
own lives and peace of mind are endangered. The 
Board has issued a circular to the local authorities as 
follows :— 

RaBigs. 
Sir, 

(1.) Iam directed by the Board of Agriculture to 
state that in their opinion it is very desirable that in a 
doubtful case of rabies in a dog (or ina cat) the 
existence of rabies in the animal should be verified by 
a person possessed of special qualifications for the 
purpose. 


(2.) It has been represented to the Board that 
exceptional facilities are afforded for investigations of 
the kind at the Brown Institution, Wandsworth Rd., 
London, 8.W., and Dr. C. 8. Sherrington, Professor 
Superintendent of that Institution, has kindly offered 
to undertake such investigations on payment in each 
case of a fee of £2. 


(3.) It is not necessary that the entire carcase of 


fession. To inoculate a rabbit is surely not beyond 
the powers of their veterinary advisers. To carry 
out an investigation on animals can certainly not be 
better done than by the Royal Veterinary College. 
Why should the Board go outside of the profession 
for ‘special qualifications’’? The inference is 
degrading and unfair to us. 

In paragraph (2) Dr. Sherrington is named as the 
person with ‘special qualifications.’”” We quite 
admit his abilities but the Board is either intensely 
ignorant or spitefully insulting in ignoring the men 
whose profession alone gives them a locus standi. 

The third paragraph suggests that ignorance is the 
basis of the whole circular, for only absolute in- 
capacity would order experimental inoculation with 
material which had ‘ been buried a fortnight.’’ 

Paragraph (4) travels entirely out of the province 
of the Board of Agriculture. The protection of the 
human subject is the work of the Medical Department 
of the Local Government Board. Milk and flesh 
from diseased animals have been by law left to the 
Local Government Board—-have been distinctly taken 
from the Board of Agriculture whose duties are to 
look after diseases of animals, for the protection of 
animals. Fancy the “ relief to the mind of the bitten 
person ”’ after fourteen days have elapsed! Fancy 
the logic of adopting immediate treatment of a bite 





and revising it two or three weeks after on the result 








the dog or cat should be sent to the Institution, it | of inoculations with putrid material. If the Board 
being sufficient to send the head of the animal in | of Agriculture would mind their own business they 
cheap glycerine in a tin canister either soldered down | might offer some such excuse for their blunders as 
or securely fastened with sealing-wax. Where the | that they have done their best. There is no excuse 
services of a Veterinary Surgeon or other skilled | for blundering like this. Let us hope that some 
person can be secured, only the brain need be sent. | Member of Parliament will ask if Mr. Herbert Gard- 
It is very desirable that the head or brain, as the | ner’s professional advisers assisted in the production 


case may be, should be be despatched at the earliest | of this stupid and dangerous circular. 


possible moment, but even where the animal has | 
been buried a fortnight the diagnosis would not fail | 
by reason of that interval having elapsed. 


(4.) A special investigation appears to the Board 
to be very important whenever a human being has 
unfortunately been bitten, inasmuch as the result of 
the scientific inquiry, if favourable, would relieve the , 
ltten person from great and unnecessary anxiety. 
he fact, however, that such an investigation is to 
made, should not in any way be allowed to delay 
oF prevent the treatment of the bitten person. 
(5.) The Board would be glad if you would bring 
's matter under the notice of your Local Authority 
at the earliest opportunity. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
T. H. Exuiorr, Secretary. 


ven; Paragraph (1) the Board ignore their own 
"nary officers and the whole veterinary pro- | 








Tue Counom Meetingc—Tae Steet Memoriar. 


The report told of enquiries which the Committee 
had made as to the cost of the proposed medal. It 
was originally decided to have a gold medal, but the 
cost of this was so great that it could only be pro- 
duced minus a very important distinguishing part of 
the design. Nothing gives such character to a medal 
as a medallion portrait of the man whom it is in- 
tended to honour. This portrait can be produced in 
bronze without exceeding the money at command, 
and a medal can then be presented every year if the 
Council recognise sufficient merit for its bestowal. 


[Want of space again prevents us finishing our 
comments on the Council Meeting. | 
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CASES AND ARTICLES 





PURPURA HAMORRHAGICA, IODINE 
TREATMENT. 


By Josern Foreuam, Hinstock, Market Drayton. 


Subject, a black cart gelding, 9 years old, had been 
suffering from a bad cold or influenza, but with the 
exception of a few mashes and rest had received no 
treatment. I was requested to see him on Sunday 
morning 6th January, 1895, at 11 a.m., and found 
the following symptoms :— 

Both hind legs very much swollen right up into 
the thighs, with a serous oozing throngh the skin, 
dropping from the inside of the limbs. The sheath 
was swollen. The abdomen, for a short space, 
appeared normal, swelling then commenced at a well 
marked line, and extended between the fore legs and 
over the breast. The lips and nostrils on the right 
side were slightly swollen, with a sero-sanguineous 
discharge from that nostril. Pulse 70, temperature 
104, respiration increased about a third; refused all 
food and could scarcely be made to move. 

Having read the translation by Mr. Dollar, and 
the report of the case by Mr. Hopkin of Manchester, 
I decided to try iodine treatment. Having only the 
tincture of iodine and iodide of potassium at hand I 
gave 3 ii of the tincture and 34) of iodide of potassium. 
Saw the horse again at 7.80 p.m., much the same 
with regard to the swellings. The discharge from 
the nostril was less and the oozing from the thighs 
had almost ceased, the respiration about normal, 
pulse 60, temperature 105; ordered the dose to be 
repeated. 

Monday 7th, 9.380 a.m.  Respirations normal, 
pulse 60, temperature 103°5. Discharge from nostril 
and oozing from the thigh had ceased; swelling of 
the thighs decreasing, that on chest unaltered. The 
swelling of the lips had extended to the left side. 
The horse looked comfortable and was able to move 
about with comparative freedom, he had eaten a 
bran mash and some hay. I gave 351i tincture of iodine 
and left a similar dose to be give in the evening. 

Tuesday 8th, 10 a.m. Horse much improved, res- 
pirations and pulse normal ; temperature 101; was 
feeding well, moved quite freely, swelling of the nos- 
trils and lips much reduced, the thighs to a little 
above the hocks looked alright, the sheath and chest 
still swollen. Repeated the tincture morning and 
evening as before. 

Wednesday 9th, 10 a.m. Very much worse, res- 
pirations increased; pulse 70; temperature 104. 
Nostrils and lips swelling fast, sero-sanguineous dis- 
charge from both nostrils and mouth very profuse, 
far worse than it was at first ; the tongue a very bad 
colour and thickly spotted. Unable to give medicine 
by the mouth (which had been done up to this date). 
I diluted the tincture with four parts water and in- 
jected 3v into the trachea, further diluted 5ii of tine- 
ture and injected into the rectum. Had the nose 
sponged and afterwards dressed with the solution, 
beginning at the top of the swelling. 

8.80 p.m. Worse than ever to look at, respira- 


side the stable door. 


tions quite as good, the pulse I was surprised to find 
less frequent and of a better character, the tempera- 
ture was also down to 1024. The discharge from 
the nostrils still profuse ; could neither eat nor drink, 
the swelling of the lips.being very bad, worse than 
the nostrils, the swelling by this time extended to two 
inches below the eyes. I had prepared a solution as 
given by Mr. J. A. W. Dollar, consisting of iodine, 
1 part, iodide of potassium 2 parts, water 100 parts. 
I injected 4vii into the trachea, I also gave an injec- 
tion into the rectum, but it was not retained long so 
gave a little more, further diluted. I then painted 
the head with the solution, beginning just above the 
swelling until I had thoroughly saturated the part. 
I had taken a tracheotomy tube with me, but did not 
think it was worth while to put it in as the breathing 
appeared easier. 

Thursday 10th, 9.30 a.m. Was surprised to find 
the horse eating hay; the swelling about the lips 
being very much less he was able to pick up the hay 
and feed fairly well; the discharge from the nostrils 
had ceased, the swelling all over the head being 
much reduced, the injection into trachea appeared to 
cause no inconvenience so injected 3iv of the solu- 
tion, The injection into the rectum had caused some 
irritation, the sphincter ani being very relaxed. Did 
not take the temperature; pulse 50 andwstronger; 
respirations much improved. Painted the hed again 
with the solution. 3 

4.30 p.m. During the day he ‘thad eaten a fair 
quantity of fodder, some mash, and appeared thirsty. 

ave 511 of iodide of potassium in the drinking water. 

Friday 11th, 10a.m. Still improving in every 
respect. Repeated iodide of potassium in the drink- 
ing water, morning and evening. 

Saturday *12th. Better, with the exception of 
being very lame on the off hind leg, but without 
swelling. Continued the iodide. 

Sunday 13th. Doing well, the lameness having 
disappeared. Gave ferri sulph. asa tonic in the mash. 

Monday 14th. Going on well, but would not eat 
the powders in his food, so gave ferri perchlor. in the 
drinking water ; after which he received nothing but 
tonics for a few days, and has now made a good 
recovery. 

Should I meet with another case I shall inject the 
solution into the trachea for a few times, and also 
increase the dose by the mouth, with the hope of 
preventing such a relapse as I had in this case. 


—— 
—_—— 








YEW POISONING. 





On the eighth of January, 1895, I was requested 
to make a post-mortem examination of a colt about 
18 months old, that had died suddenly the same 
morning, I found the colt had a stable that he could 
go in or out at will, and had been receiving a fall 
quantity of corn and hay. When the man took his 
corn about 8 a.m. he was alright, and was left eating 
the corn (crushed oats) and not seen again for two 
hours or thereabouts, when he was found dead out- 
The field joined a garden the 
hedge of which had been cut low a few days before. 





Just over the hedge and within easy reach of the colt 
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was a yew bush, from which it was plain something 
had beeneating. The colt had been dead about four 
hours, and was very much swollen, the intestines con- 
taining a large amount of gas. Upon opening the 
stomach I found the crushed oats and hay with here 
and there a green mass of what proved to be the 
leaves and twigs of the yew in a partially digested 
condition, some of it little altered, the leaves being 
still adherent to the twigs. I think there can be no 
doubt but the yew had been eaten only a short time 
before the corn, and don’t think there could have 
been more than four or five ounces partaken of at the 
most. I may say that I believe it to be the male 
plant from which it had eaten. 
Ipip. 








THE GENERAL EFFECT OF LOCAL 
IRRITANTS. 
By R. C. Irvine, F.R.C.V.5. 





* Every practitioner frequently sees a horse with 
quickened pulse and respirations, appetite wanting, 
extremities cold, and when moved emitting a 
“grunt,”’ The thermometer usually marks a tem- 
perature of 105dgs in these cases, which are some- 
times accompanied by a shivering fit. If left without 
proper treatment for a few hours a horse so affected 
developes either well marked pneumonia or pleurisy. 
Even with treatment some of these cases pass imper- 
ceptibly into an acute pulmonary inflammation. 
Possibly there is here a little clinical confusion. 
Pleurisy and pneumonia present these symptoms at 
the commencement, and precisely the same signs 
accompany a form of acute ephemeral fever. Not 
knowing, then, the exact morbid changes which are 
the cause of these signs of derangement it is possible | 
that a grave error may creep in and vitiate any con- | 
clusions based only on the symptoms I have stated. | 
Perhaps the so-called ‘ pneumonia” or “ pleuritis” | 
or “fever” would to a properly qualified man, show 
Some other signs which might enable him to clearly | 
differentiate the separate conditions. I confess I am | 
unable to do this. During the first hour or two of | 
an attack such as I have described I know no symp- 
toms which will enable me to say—‘“ this is an 
ephemeral case and will be well in 24 hours” or 
‘this is a serious case of chest disease and will be 
at — before it recovers, and it may even be 
al, 

This ignorance on my part—an ignorance never of 
course found in books or heard in lectures—forces me 
to adopt an empirical course of treatment. I have 
found that many of these cases rapidly recover if 
placed in a cool airy loose-box, if the skin be covered 
Y warm rugs and bandages, and if diffusible stimu- 

. nts be administered. Like many other practi- 
loners I get a little anxious if my patient does not 
respond to this treatment in less than an hour, of if 
it has been suffering for an hour or two when I first 
See it. My anxiety is lest the lungs become structur- 


ally implicated, so. to 
a, prevent this I apply mustard 

pis to the sides. I do not trouble myself much to 
quire how this mustard acts. Whether it does 





| 
good to the lungs by way of the blood vessels or 


nerves is of course an interesting question, and 1 
should like to know all about it; meantime I put the 
mustard on with simple faith, and trust it to dogood. 
As a rule it does good, and after its direct irritation 
has passed off I find my patients’ pulse and respirations 
have fallen in frequency, whilst the ears and legs 
have returned to their normal temperature, or it may 
be have become quite hot. In a few hours the 
appetite begins to return, the temperature is found 
normal, breathing is quiet, and the pulse healthy in 
number and character. 

Now I believe that the majority of these cases, if 
not treated in time, especially if also left in a warm 
stuffy stable all night, would develope into pulmonary 
diseases in twelve hours. I believe my treatment 
saves them from this, and I feel very confident that 
the mustard has a good deal to do with the benefits 
following the treatment. 

Some years ago I arrived at a stable to treat a 
horse affected as I have described. He had been ill 
two hours. There was no mustard to be had, but 
there was plenty of diffusible stimulant available and 
he had already been drenched with six ounces of 
whisky. Legs and ears were deathly cold-—flanks 
and nostrils were both ‘ lifted” at every respiration. 
More whiskey and ginger were given. A bottle of 
white oils was discovered, which evidently contained 


'a large proportion of turpentine; the whole four 


ounces of this was rubbed into the sides of the horse, 
which had been turned round in the stall and fixed 
to the pillar rein. Soon he began to move, slowly at 
first—direciting his head towards his sides, then he 
backed, then from one side of the stall to the other. 
In a few minutes he pawed with the fore fect, 
stamped with the hinc, threw his head about and for 
about ten minutes gave signs of great irritation. Of 





course his breathing became more rapid during this 
time, but as soon as the irritation passed off it began 
to subside, the pulse also began to fall, and the cold: 
ness of extremities gave way to warmth. On the 
neck and body a little prespiration was induced, but 
the rugs having been undone and partly removed 
when the liniment was applied too great sweating was 
avoided. 

Some time after this | had a similar case. and 
again no mustard was available. All we could get 
was about one ounce and a half of turpentine. Fear- 
ing that a very heavy coat of hair would prevent this 
quantity of liquid reaching the skin, and having a 
suspicion that the local action wasimmaterial, I rub- 
bed the turpentine into the inside of both arms and 
thighs. The effect was rapid, and more violent than 
I expected. The horse very soon attempted to kick 
with all legs at once and to stand either on his head 
or one leg. When the excitement and irritation 
passed off all the signs of illness began to subside, 
and after waiting an hour I left with no anxiety as to 
recovery. Next day the horse was out of all danger, 
and it made an extremely rapid recovery. 

Since this I have frequently repeated the applica- 
tion of local irritants to other parts of the body than 
the chest in such cases as are described as “ blow- 
ing” by some, and as “congestion of lungs” by 


others.”’ 
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The conclusion I have arrived at is, that mustard 
or blisters applied to the chest only act as if applied 
to the belly, or the legs, or any other part. There 
is, too, one very great advantage in not applying 
them to the chest, viz.—that you are in the course 
of the disease able to auscultate better than when 
the skin of the thorax is sore and thickened. There 
may possibly be some other explanation of the effects 
of mustard, but when its action is just as efficient 
following application to the legs or belly as to the 
chest it is not easy to understand how a claim to 
local action can be sustained. 








ON INVOLUNTARY MOVEMENTS DURING 
THE LAST STAGES OF CHLOROFORM 
ANASTHESIA IN THE HORSE. 

By EK. Watus Hoare, F'.R.C.V.8., Cork. 





If we place a horse under the influence of chloro- 
form and push the administration of the drug so as 
to cause shallow and irregular respiratory movements, 
it would be rational to suppose that as the nervous 
centres in the medulla became paralyzed, the spinal 
centres would be equally affected, and as a result 
that all muscular movements would be lost. 

But experiments with toxic amounts of chloroform 
demonstrate that if the drug be administered in large 
doses, it frequently occurs that a short time prior to 
respiratory failure involuntary movements of the fore 
and hind limbs are observed. Even during the per- 
formance of surgical operations it is no uncommon 
occurrence to observe an involuntary movement when 
the patient is under the influence of the anesthetic, 
especially in the operations of neurotomy and castra- 
tion. Iam quite aware that many authorities will 
argue in connection with this point that in proper 
and complete anesthesia such movements would bea 
matter of impossibility, but practical experience with 
the subject teaches me that in certain patients, even 
when a stage of anesthesia is produced sufficient for 
any operation, it may and does occur that an inyolun- 
tary movement is produced by section or crushing of 
large nerves. That a proper stage of anesthesia was 
present is evidenced by the fact that the operation 
was completed without further muscular movements, 
and that when completed the usual time was necessary 
for consciousness to return. 

The anesthetic action of chloroform is believed to 
depend on its power of depressing and finally annull- 
ing the functions of the highest nervous centres, i.e., 
the cerebral centres. The lower cerebral and spinal 
centres are next affected, and as depression deepens 
in these the muscles become paralyzed, the peripheral 
nerves being affected last of all. The centres of 


organic life in the medulla, i.c., the respiratory, car- | 


diac and vaso-motor, finally become paral zed, death 
being the result of the long suntiabed ey of the 
drug or of an excessive dose at one time. 

If these actions are correct as applied to the effects 
of the drug in the horse, it becomes a difficult matter 
to explain the involuntary movements which we 
observe as the result of large amounts administered 





for the purpose of experiment. Whence do these 
movements originate? As the respiratory centre is 
becoming paralyzed it is clear that a condition of 
asphyxia is imminent, this is increased by the venous 
condition of the blond depending on the shallow and 
irregular respiratory movements. The involuntary 
movements must then depend on the spinal centres 
still retaining their nervous power, and observation 
will demonstrate that the hind limbs continue to 
work longer than the fore. I do not mean to infer 
that such movements occur in all cases where we 
destroy horses by the administration of chloroform in 
toxic doses; horses differ with respect to their sus- 
ceptibilities to large amounts of this drug in a similar 
manner to other narcotics. For example, full doses 
of opium or morphine in one horse will act as a hyp- 
notic, in another will produce cerebro-spinal excite- 
ment and the circus mode of progression. Again, 
chloral hydrate does not act in the same manner in 
all horses. One ounce of this drug in some will pro- 
duce marked hypnotic effects, in others it will have 
but little action. 

The nervous system of the horse offers an interest- 
ing study as regards the action of narcotics thereon. 
Experiments clearly demonstrate that to the great 
majority of narcotics great resistance is offered. The 
circus mode of progression as the result of large doses 
of opium or morphine is clearly a means of warding 
off the terdency to a fatal paralysis of the vital cen- 
tres. Compulsory movement is one of the important 
antidotes to toxic doses of this drug in the case of 
human beings, sleep would tend toa fatal termina- 
tion. Is it rational to believe that the involuntary 
movements sometimes observed prior to death from 
toxic doses of chloroform in the horse are efforts of 
nature to sustain the vital forces ? 

If a proper supply of air be allowed to the horse 
during chloroform anesthesia, it is a tedious task to 
destroy him by this means. His respiratory centre 
evidently possesses remarkable powers of resistance 
to paralyzing agents, this in combination with his 
enormous respiratory capacity gives him great super- 
iority in this respect to dogs or to human beings. 
How often after a long period of anesthesia, we 
observe the respiratory movements appear as if they 
were about to cease, but without any aid on our part, 
they again proceed. And in experiments, when I 
order to hasten death we exclude the air as much as 
possible, is it not wonderful the length of time before 
asphyxia in produced? Evena short time prior to 
the final scene nature is evidently making strenuous 
efforts to sustain respiration, and if one long inspira- 
tion of pure air be allowed death will be pro- 
longed. ; 

] have lately made two experiments which will to 
a certain extent demonstrate the remarkable vitality 
of the nervous centres in the spinal cord of the 
horse. ate 

No. 1. was a case of cerebro-spinal meningitis 12 
an aged gelding, which was unable to rise and col 
tinued in violent convulsions all night. I adminis- 


tered chloroform by means of a sponge and muzzle, 
at first the characteristic convulsions were increas 

in intensity, which resembled galloping movemen’ 
the eyes being worked from side to side in a qu 
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convulsive manner. Anesthesia was soon complete, 
but as the drug was still pushed on the movements 
of the limbs (of course greatly modified) were con- 
tinued, they consisted of intermittent jerky contrac- 
tions. Sensation was completely lost all over the 
body, but these movements of the hind limbs contin- 
ued until respiration ceased as the result of the toxic 
effects of the drug. 

No. 2 was a case of tetanus in an aged mare, 
which came on very snddenly, the jaws being firmly 
locked, and all nourishment obstinately refused, the 
entire system being quickly invaded by the disease. 
The owner, after three days, determined to have the 
animal destroyed, so having fixed Carlisle’s muzzle 
to the head I poured four ounces of chloroform in the 
tray and applied it. The animal inhaled it without 
any struggling, rested against the wall, and after a 
few minutes went down quietly. I continued the 
drug, and when respiration was commencing to be- 
come irregular and shallow, the uppermost hind limb 
was moved convulsively baekwards and forwards, 
both fore and hind limbs then were worked in an 
automatic manner and this continued until I excluded 
all air, the respirations became more shallow and 
irregular, and death occurred in the space of twenty 
minutes. I did not measure the chloroform, but 
should imagine that about eight ounces were used. 

The above cases show that although the functions 
of the cerebrum may be removed by chloroform, the 
spinal centres still retain their vitality for a time. In 
both cases the involuntary movements were greatly 
exaggerated by the nervous affections which existed, 
and 1 made sure that deep profound anesthasia was 
produced, as sensition was lost, the tongue was 
pendulous, and the reflex of the cornea abolished. 

should be greatly pleased to have a discussion on 
these phenomena, which would throw some light on 
the question of involuntary movements, and if in 
error in the views I have suggested I gladly await 
correction. 

My experiments as to the toxic effects of chloro- 
form on cattle, although limited, still enable me to 
state that their power of resistance is feeble compared 
with that of horses. Ina recent case, an aged Kerry 
cow, the subject of tuberculosis, was destroyed in ten 
minutes with four ounces of chloroform, the Carlisle 
bag being employed. The respirations exhibited a 
similar character to that observed in the case of 
horses, being at first laboured, then irregular and 
shallow, with long intervals between. From obser- 
vation of the production of anesthesia in cattle for 
surgical purposes, I have found the exciting stage 
—- Short or wanting, while the stage of depression 
18 quickly induced and requires careful watching. 
sieties — stage of excitement is usually very 
inert prolonged, but in consequence of the 
ahoed As ruggling these animals wear themselves 

oe a not stand prolonged anesthesia well. I 
earn now of any more troublesome animal to 
sa = ‘ chloroform to than a full-sized boar, as his 
- gti during the stage of excitement must be 
Xperienced to be believed. 


Pad Present I am trying the effects of «ther on 
ate *, and hope to publish the results at a future 


Royal College of 
Veterinarp Surgeons. 


SpectaL Meretine or Council. 


On Tuesday, February 5th, a special meeting of 
Council was held at 10 Red Jiion Square, to confirm the 
alterations of bye-laws adopted at the last meeting. 

Mr. HuntinG,'the President, took the chair at 7.30 p.m. 
and there were present Professors Edgar McFadyean 
and Peuberthy ; Messrs. Mulvey, Simpson and Wragg. 
Only just sufficient to form a quorum attended, but con- 
sidering the weather and the close proximity of last 
meeting, which was a most prolonged one, the absent 
members have a good excuse. 

Prof. PENBERTHY proposed “ That the motion at last 
meeting, adopting the bye-laws as amended and printed, 
be confirmed.”’ Mr. Jas. Simpson seconded this and 
it was carried unanimously. This constituted, in ac- 
cordance with the Charvers, all the business of the 
meeting. 








VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


NORTH OF SCOTLAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 





The members of the North of Scotland Veterinary 
Medical Society held their first meeting in Airth’s Hall, 
Aberdeen, on Saturday, January 26th, 1895. The Presi- 
dent of the Society (James Thomson, Esq.) occupied the 
chair, and there were also present Messrs. G. Howie, 
Alford ; A. Wood, Turriff; G. Barron, Echt ; J. Murray, 
Banchory ; C. McGregor, Kintore; W. Anderson, Keith ; 
A. Sievwright, Tarland ; J. Cassie, Fingask ; McLanchlan 
Young, Dundee ; W. Mackie, Aberlour; J. Murray, Cul- 
len; W McPherson, Huntly ; and W. Skinner, Oldmel- 
drum. 

Apologies for non attendance were received from 
Messrs. Duncan, Methlick, and Mellis, Inverurie. 

The minutes of certain meetings held in connection 
with the formation of the Society having been read and 
confirmed, the President intimated a donation of £4 
19s. 6d. to the funds of the Society by the surviving 
members of the late North of Scotland Veterinary Medi- 
cal Association. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 
By James Tuomson, M.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—I sincerely reciprocate your kindly senti- 
ments in having elected me to the honourable position of 
President of the North of Scotland Veterinary Medical 
Society, and while it will be my earnest desire to dis- 
charge the duties incumbent upon me impartially, I be- 
speak your hearty co-operation and support. 

I venture to think that it would have been more in 
accord with your desires had [ selected some specific sub- 
iect relating to the science of medicine or surgery for 
to-day’s discussion ; and I have to apologise to you at 
the opening of the first session for having deferred to my 
own feelings and convenience in the matter. _ 

I think it not unfitting on the present occasion to re- 
fer to the loss sustained by the profession, in the recent 
removal by death, of my revered teacher Professor John 
Gamgee and my personal friend Professor Walley. 1 
will not here speak of their professional abilities or the 





thoroughness of their teaching, and would only remark 
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that the influence that contributed to the success and 
subsequent eminence of many who were privileged to 
study at the respective schools is, to my mind, the high- 
est testimony of their intellectual ability and of their 
devotion to the advancement of their profession. 

_ 1 will not occupy your time in pourtraying the many 
advantages, both socially and professionally, to be de- 
rived from the formation of societies for edification, as 
such will very much depend on the individual members 
exercising courtesy and kindly criticism on whatever 
may seem personally offensive, and who will also contri- 
bute to an unreserved interchange of opinion on the 
subject matter of discussion, and thereby render the 
meetings agreeable and edifying. 

From having taken an interested part many years ago 
in the formation of a similar society to that launched here 
to-day, and having attended the meetings of others in 
the South and West of Scotland, I would ask you 
seriously to consider at the iuception of yvur society, 
whether the usual procedure that obtains at most of such 
gatherings, viz., for a member to write a paper on 
some specia] subject, perhaps interesting to but few, is 
the best means whereby our wants may be met, our 
interests in the society maintained, or the science and 
practice of the profession advanced. Personally I am 
very doubtful. In the first place the meetings are held 
at too great intervals, and the ground covered in dis. 
cussing one subject affords but little opportunity for an 
interchange of opinion on matters equally important ; 
and in the next place, the every day duties of the busy 
practitioner afford him little time for the cultivation of 
the literary side of his nature, while the collaboration of 
facts, the composition and arrangement of the matter, 
from his inexperience of the work demand so great an 
effort as to render the task undesirable and the obligation 
reluctantly undertaken. 

It therefore appears to me that, in addition to bringing 
before the society interesting pathological specimens, its 
success would be more fully assured and its interests 
maintained, were one or more subjects briefly introduced 
and an expression of the opinion of the members ob- 
tained. 1 can assure you that the after dinner speeches 
and the subsequent unrestrained exchange of opinion 
conversationally engaged in at such meetings, has added 
to my information and pleasure far beyond the enforced 
discussion of a particular subject of perhaps little 
personal interest, which in its general application and 
interest lies more within the domain of the light and 
leading of the profession. 

From one, such as your humble servant, who has 
passed the meridian of life, the greater part of which has 
been spent in the more practical work of the profession 
little of much interest or novelty need be expected, and 
I do not therefore pretend to have followed so closely as 
was desirable, far leas to have intellectually apprehended 
so as to be able to discuss, the remarkable discoveries as 


confirmed by recent experimental research, regarding the | 


causation and treatment of disease ; and it is therefore 
not unnatural for me to retrospectively reflect, and with 
pleasurable feelings survey, with what enormous strides 
the science of medicine has been advanced within the 
past quarter of a century. The greatest outstanding 
feature in the advance of medical science in the present 
day, is the discovery of the “germ origin” of disease 
and when [ look hack on my student days in the early 


sixties, I cannot fail to see that the modern practice in | 


the amelioration of the sufferings of the auimal creation 
must obviously result in being more succsssful and 
humane. 

I need scarcely remind you how much we are indebted 
to Pasteur and many others eminent in bacteriological 
science for our exact conceptions of the causation of 
many of the contagious diseases, and at present, it is 
impossible to approximately predict how far-reaching 


their results may be in alleviating the physical suffer- 
ings of humanity. It is now an established fact that 
many diseases in man and animals are due to an in- 
fection of the body by special bacteria, and that by ex- 
perimentation in cultivating and attenuating the virus, 
and introducing it into the blood of an animal, there is a 
power conferred to resist infection, even to render the 
animal immune. Very great public interest is at the 
present time being taken in the treatment of diphtheria 





in the human subject by antitoxic serum. I assume 
that most of you here, and certainly the more recent 
graduates, are quite familiar with the recent experi- 
| mental researches in the science of Bacteriology, and the 
‘highly important part played by micro-organisms or 
| their toxines both as pathogenic and curative factors in 
| disease ; but to those of us who have been taught on the 
older lines the subject is both novel and inviting, and 
establishes the inter-dependent relations of the higher 
branches of medical science with that of our own, and 
enlarges our conception of the cause of disease. 

As bearing directly ou this subject, I must not omit to 
mention the brilliant results that have been achieved in 
the domain of surgery through the discovery of living 
particles in the air, as producing putrefaction of the 
discharges of wounds ; and that, mainly by the inde- 
fatigable labours of Sir Joseph Lister, the whole 
system of wound treatment is now based ou a rational 
and scientific basis. In my early days, much was left to 
the individual judgment in selecting from a number of 
reputed curative agents one applicable to a given case, 
and the formulz for such were eagerly sought. after and 
scrupulously preserved. At that time we werf wholly 
ignorant of the harmful influences at work in retarding 
the healing process. Our knowledge, by means of the 
microscope, of the universal distribution of living germs 
as producers of disease has robbed the practice of surgery 
of half its terrors, and the surgeon of the present day is 
concerned with the removal of causes that adversely 
affect the healing process instead of with the application 
of the reputed remedies of the age before asepsis was 
known or practised. Time would fail me, even if I were 
able to convey to you even approximately the principles 
and methods pursued by eminent scientists in over- 
coming many appareutly insuperable obstacles, but 
through their intense love of science, and by their un- 
ceasing perseverance the mysteries of disease have been 
greatly unravelled. 

Though their efforts were generally directed in the 
cause of humanity, our profession has been advanced in 
no subordinate manner, for instance, the discovery of 
Tuberculin as a reactionary agent in the detection of 
animals suffering from that disease, Mallein in the 
detection of glanders, the toxines of anthrax and 
tetanus as confering on animals, if not complete im- 
munity, a greater insusceptibility to those diseases. 
While greatly acknowledging the valuable discoveries of 
modern science, in view of the limited extent to which 
| the practice of the principles above referred to obtains 
/as yet in this country, and as one whose etiology aud 
pathology is somewhat antiquated, I apologetically 
remark that I do not accept the finality of the cov- 
clusions arrived at without somewhat of reserve, for I 
believe in the almost obsolete terms of predispositiod, 
and heredity, and particularly the latter, as important 
| factors in the distribution of tuberculosis. 

While great minds are occupied in endeavouring to 
solve the higher problems of life, there is a wide fe! 
for the exercise of our less highly trained intellects 1” 
the study of the causation of the diseases to pg 
animals are liable, and to my mind the science ¢ 
Hygiene has largely disclosed to us many couditions 
that predispose animals to become affected with diseas® 
Chief amongst these are, bad food, foul air, and water, 4” 
so far as attention has been directed to the improv 
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ment of their environments, diseases have become more 
infrequent. I rémember that many years ago in certain 
districts of this county such diseases as red-water in 
cows after calving, rickets, or as it was commonly 
called, “stiffness ” in cattle in the early spring months, 
and quarter-ill were very common, but I believe that 
owing chiefly to the improved conditions of agriculture 
in the pruduction of a better quality of food, and with 
improved dietary and housing, these diseases are now 
much less common, and in districts that are exclusively 
dairying they are comparatively rare. 

Our informations as to the cause and prevention of 
abortion in cows and of milk fever is very hypothetical, and 
the diversity of opinions entertained in respect of them 


Tadcaster; William Awde, Stockton-on-Tees ; George 
Whitehead, Batley; H. Snarry, G. Pickering, York ; 
Frank Hallilay, Dewsbury. Visitors: Messrs. E. Faulkner, 
Manchester ; Professors Williams, W. O. Williams, Vet.- 
Captain Dibben, 17th Lancers. 

Letters of apology were received from Dr. Fleming, 
Professor McFadyean, Messrs. A. McCarmick, C. Steel, 
Leeds; H. Olver, Tamworth; Prof. Pritchard, H. J. 
Chorlton, Manchester; H.J. Dawes, West Bromwich ; 
W. Hunting, London; Professor Peuberthy, Alfred 
Peele, West Hartlepool. 

Mr. Charles Seckar Smith, Barnsley, was nominated as 
a member of the Society by Mr. Whitehead. Mr. J. E. 
Scriven nominated Mr. J. W. Lazenby, of Boston Spa, 











Keighley . 


are in proportion to the many remedies applied and the | and Mr. Holden, of Scarborough. 
methods of treatment practised. Perhaps too, in a| Mr. G. H. Simpson, Leeds, was elected a member of 
lesser degree, our etiology as to many diseases of horses | the Society. } 
is less exact than is desirable. I have sometimes Mr. Frank Somers, Hon. Sec., read communications 
thought in our admiration for novelty, and in blindly | from Dr. Fleming, and Mr. Hunting thanking the 
following fashion, we often do not reflect as to the why | Society for having elected them honorary members. 
and wherefore of existing conditions, neglecting many ; 
opportunities of combating error and upholding the | Vorgs OF CONDOLENCE. 
banner of “ Science with Practice.” | The CuarrMAN formally moved a vote of condolence 
Gentlemen, I thank you for the patieut attention with | with the families of the late Professors Walley and 
which vou have listened to me, and [ apologise for the |Gamgee. It would require no remarks from him to 
poverty of the matter, and the incompleteness of detail, | remind them of the high position these gentlemen had 
which must have been obvious to you. The burden of | formerly held, and the profession was undoubtedly poorer 
these discursive remarks is the “Cry for more light,” | by their loss. 
which I hopefully anticipate will be answered in the| Professor WiiL1aMs said he had had the privilege of 
recent establishment of a definite Veterinary Laboratory | knowing both the deceased gentlemen. Professor Gam- 
by the British Institute of Preventive Medicine. | gee was a lecturer when he was a stuvent, and he would 
At the close of the address certain points therein con- | pay him the just compliment of saying that no harder 
tained were discussed, notably the heredity versus non- | working mau or more able lecturer was ever connected 
heredity of tuberculosis, in which discussion all present | with auy college. He was a gentleman of abiliiy, re- 
took part. source, and energy, He would not only lecture on 
Morsip SPECIMENS. anatomy in a morning, but he gave lectures on physiology 
A calculus from the urethra of a horse was shown by | i" the afternoon besides attending to his duties of dis- 
the President, it having been removed therefrom by Mr. | secting. His acquaintance with continental languages 
Hay, V.S., Ellon; also a specimen of most advanced 48 very extensive, and he had therefore an advantage 
hypertrophy of the horse’s hoof. | over others, especially in his earlier days. Years ago he 


Mr. McGrecor exhibited a most extraordinary fcetal predicted that if the free importation of cattle was 
monstrosity taken from the cow. allowed to continue an outbreak of cattle plague would 


Mr. SKINNER showed a fractured tibial bone resulting | be the result. That was in 1856, many years before the ; 
from a kick; the injured animal continuing to all | cattle plague broke oui. Had the Government of this 
appearance perfectly sound and at work for a period of | C°U»tTY given to deceased a million of money for his 


thre i suggestion and acted upon it they would have been 
yey ae Tee oe ee nee millions in pocket. He warned the Government years 


The following gentlemen were admitted members of | before it came, but they would not accept it, and instead 


the Society: Messrs. R. Dawson, Rayne; A. S. Bell | of having honour conferred upon him, he received noth- 
of ° . > a , . WW. ) 


Fraserburgh ; J. Cassie, Fingask; McLanchlan Young, ing but abuse. He (Professor Williams) had the greatest 


Dundee ; W. McPherson Huntly ; J. Murray, Cullen ; | admiration for the deceased gentleman, and perhaps some 
f . > ’ ° b >| 


J. McB i . . m | day or other might find time to write something about 
ihiget Stina us Fp ery Ree y satis | their early associations. Professor Walley also was asso- 

The following gentlemen undertook to read short | ‘lated with him for sometime previous to his resignation 
communications at the next meeting of the Society with ®t the Dick College. Professor Williams briefly alluded 
a view of affording ample scope for discussion, viz :— to the causes which gave rise to that résignation. He 
Messrs. Howie Young, McGregor, and Sievwright. felt that unless he did resign his reputation as a teacher 

After the usual votes of thavks. the meeting ter. | Would be destroyed. He was pleased to say the New 
minated, Wa. SKINNER. Hon. Nec, | College had been a great success. Professor Walley and | 
a : : ‘* | himself differed on mauy points. As a gentleman he ad- 
cs ~~~ | mired him very much, He was a hard worker, and no | 
doubt he shortened his life by hardwork. He attended 
| meetings of societies everywhere. He was most anxious . 
| to teach his students up to the standard. He was a 
sag model person, a good father and a good husband. He he : 


The Annual Meeting was held at the Queen’s Hotel, | exceedingly regretted his death, and could not speak too 
i 
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ds, on January 25th. The President, Mr. James | highly of the esteem in which he had always held his | 

eoke, Scarboro’; was in the chair, and there were | character. ; | 

Clowat Fe -ncp F. Thompson, Harrogate; F. W.| The motion was carried. | 
. 89, Morley; Frank Somers, (Hon. Sec.), Philip 

iceall ‘ } wn LEEps. 

ighton, Riceall ; Geo. H. Simpson, Samuel Wharam, Raises I 


Bowman, A. W. Mason, Leeds; Benj.jSmith Mr. Frank Somers said they would all be aware a 
Joseph Carter, Bradford : Ges. oe aon most serious outbreak of rabies had recently taken place 


J. Atcherley, Harrogate; J. G. Scriven, 


nsley . 
| in Leeds and other parts of Yorkshire. In Leeds over 
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1000 dogs had been destroyed, and there had been 24 or 
25 cases of rabies. About a dozen people had been bitten 
and had gone to the Pasteur Institute. There was no 
doubt the wholesale destruction of homeless curs would 
have the effect of preventing the spread of the disease. 
The CuarrRMAN said the notorious outbreak of rabies 
in 92 and ’93 at Scarborough would be within the recol- 
lection of all, and he did not think the cause of the out- 
break was far to seek. In the first place a person 
possessed a dog, and as very frequently happened 
possessed very little sense. Thinking something was 
the matter with the dog they sought the advice of a man 
who professed to have dog knowledge, and this individual 
diagnosed the cases as one of glanders. Consequently 
the animal was allowed to roam at large, and bit any 
number of dogs. The result was they had a bad outbreak 
of rabies at Scarborough. If the advice of a veterinary 
surgeon had been sought in the first instance and the 
disease properly diagnosed it might have been nipped in 
the bud, and thus the spread of the disease prevented. 
The cases at Scarborough were chiefly dumb _ rabies. 
There was one circumstance he would like to call atten- 
tion to. At the meeting two years ago last October the 
su'ject of rabies was brought up for discussion by Mr. 
Lodge, of Dewsbury. That gentleman mentioned a case 
in which a man had been bitten at Dewsbury, and there 
being a doubt in the case he and the medical officer made 
a post-mortem examination of the dog. The result was 
they decided the dog had not suffered from rabies. 
Unfortunately shortly afterwards the man who had been 
bitten by the deg died of hydrophobia, showing clearly, 
notwithstanding the appearanc2s of the post mortem 
examination, that the dog must have suffered from 
rabies. He remembered a case of one dog at Scarborough 
which after a most careful examination he was perfectly 
sure was suffering from rabies. However, in that par- 
ticular instance he sent the carcase to the veterinary 
department at Whitehall, and he afterwards received a 
notice to the eftect that the animal showed not the 
slightest appearance of rabies ; the only appearance there 
was was congestion of the larynx. That he (Mr. Cooke) 
would consider a symptom of rabies. It struck him it 
would he rather awkward for a man who had been bitten 
and who had to wait to know whether the dog was mad 
or not. It seemed to him the ordinary appearances 
looked for were evidently not sufficient, but that more 
searching examinations of dogs, by means of the micro- 
scope or otherwise, were necessary. 

Mr. Grorce Carter (Keighley) referred to a letter 
he had recently had in the press on the question of 
rabies, in which he pointed out the advisability of dog 
owners having their animals examined immediately on 
exhibiting any signs of derange:nent. In his district 
he could with confidence trace the whole of the out- 
break to one brindled bull terrier which came through 
Keighley in the early part of ’94 and bit many 
dogs. This dog was killed some distance from Keighley 
and he made a post-mortem examination on it. At first, 
from the post mortem examination without the previous 
history, it was exceedingly difficult to say whether a dog 
was suffering from rabies or not, but since then he had 
made so many examinations that he had been lead to 
think the post-mortem appearances were more conclusive 
than the text books had taught them to believe. Mr. 
Carter alluded to some characteristics he had noticed in 
certain cases. There was no doubt that animals suffer- 
ing from rabies travelled very long distances. In some 
cases he had found the pads of the feet almost completely 
worn away. In many cases the stomachs were entirely 
empty of solids but their was a fluid of a greenish charac- 
ter. In every case the stomach was either entirely 
empty or contained a quantity of foreign material, such 
us coal, chips of wood, masses of hair, and all sorts of 
things. He thought the best advice to be given to dog- 


owners was to consult a veterinary surgeon immediately 
a dog appeared to go wrong. Since 94 he had had no 
less than 56 cases of rabies brought before him. 

Mr. G. Bowman (Leeds) said he agreed with Mr. 
Carter’s opinion as to the appearances at the post- 
mortem examination where rabies existed. In several 
cases he had found in the stomachs pieces of wood, 
cinders, masses of hair, and in one or two cases pieces of 
carpet and oilcloth. In other cases he quite agreed that 
the stomach was practically empty. 

The PresipEntT did not think the muzzling order was 
strictly enough carried out in some municipalities and 
rural districts. He believed to da any good in the 
direction which the local authorities aimed at there 
should be an imperative muzzling order applicable every- 
where. For instance, it was of no practical utility as a 
preventive to-compel the muzzling of all dogs in Leeds 
and yet in other places such as Keighley and Ilkley to 
allow the animals to go unmuzzled. There could be no 
doubt whatever that in order to totally eradicate the 
disease there must be a stringent muzzling order 
throughout the kingdom. 

Professor WILLIAMs declared that the muzzling orders 
us now carried out were simply a farce, and that if any 
good was to be done towards preventing hydrophsbia 
there should be an authoritative muzzling order, univer- 
sal in its application and enforcement. Dogs when 
attacked by rabies were sure to go wandering away to 
long distances. They would travel from one county to 
another spreading the mischief wherever they went, and 
there was uo way to put a stop to the dire eongequences 
but by compelling absolately that all of the cdnine race 
should be rendered incapable, so far as human means 
could do it, of spreading this horrible malady broadcast 
in all directions. 

Mr. Mason suggested that in addition to universal 
muzzling there ought to be a universal muzzle, the 
adoption of which should alone and exclusively be 
tolerated. 

Professor W. O. WiLLIAMs said there was no doubt 
that rabies to a great exSent was imported into England 
from Ireland, where a great deal of it existed. Dogs 
which had been bitten by rabied animals in Ireland came 
over in the steamboats along with the cattle and in that 
way the disease was often propagated in this country. 
A general muzzling order for England would not answer 
its purpose unless some severe restriction were placed 
upon the arrival at our seaports of dogs which had 
been exposed to great danger of rabies in the sister 
couutry. 

Mr. G. Carter was of opinion that seeing how serious 
the outbreak of rabies was now,'it would be well if this 
Association passed a resolution suggesting that the 
Board of Agriculture ought to take cognizance of this 
dangerous state of affairs, and adopt some drastic 
measures for its suppression. He therefore proposed 
“That this Association respectfully suggests that the 
Veterinary Departinent of Agriculture, in consequence 
of the very serious phase which rabies has assumed it 
the North Riding of Yorkshire and also in other parts of 
Great Britain, that a more centralised control be &© 
ercised with respect to this disease, and that it is desit- 
able that an effivient muzzle be devised, the wearing ° 
which by all dogs be made compulsory for a period of 3 
least one year throughout the whole of Great Bri'alt, 
and also that a period of quarantine be imposed on 
imported dogs.” He said, as they all knew, it ¥# 
really wonderful how far dogs afflicted with rabies 
travelled. One animal with which he had had to de 
at Keighley broke away, and was at length stopped “a 
mad carreer so far away as Ormskirk in Lancashire. 
couse, there was no telling how many other dogs that 
one had bitten, nor for that matter, how many homat 





beings it had attacked in its long journey. There ™ 
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another case of rabid dog disappearing from Morley in 


the neighbourhood of Leeds, and probably it had bitten 
all of its own species which it came across vntil it reached 
Keighley. He had recently been able to trace several 
instances of rabies resulting from bites of that particular 
dog. He would mention another matter which should 
not be lost sight of at a time of so much apprehension as 
this, and that was, should not the cost of a dog license 
be increased. The fact he had before mentioned, that 
as soon as a dog became rabid he had an uncontrolable 
propensity to wandering abroad and to bite anything 
that came in his way, even if it should be snapping at a 
lamp-post, ought, in his opinion, to demand that the 
means of prohibition should be immediately made 
thorovghly unavoidable. 

Mr. H. Snarry seconded Mr. G. Carter’s proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. Mason supported it, pointing out that veteriuary 
surgeons should make it a matter of importance to 
impress upon the general public that they were using 
every endeavour to protect them from exposure tv this 
dreadful disease. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 


CANADIAN PEaAs. 


At the last meeting of the Association, Mr. Clough, of 
Morley, produced a sample of peas which he represented 
had been used in feeding a number of horses which had 
been placed under his charge, and which he believed had 
been affected injuriously by that kind of provender. 

Prof. WILLIAMs brought up the subject on the present 
occasion, and said his examination of these specimens 
showed him that although one grain might be a pea the 
other was no pea atall. The latter was avetch. There 
were two varieties, a white and a brown. He had had 
considerable experience,with animals fed on these articles, 
and he could not condemn the use of them too emphati- 
cally. He knew cases of horses which had been fed on 
them dying from suffocation in a most mysterious man- 
ner. Ata certain time a horse would appear to be per- 
fectly well, but in a few minutes after be dead. There 
had been instances of horses fed in this way not showing 
any symptoms of ailment until three months after. The 
disease this food generated did not develop until that 
length of time. Many such cases had occurred in Liver- 
pool. He had devoted considerable time to the study of 
disease resulting from the eating of this grain. In some 
cases he hadfound it an affair enveloped in mystery, 
although he had very carefully examined the fodder on 
which the animals had been fed, and he had invariably 
came to the conclusion that this particular grain had 


One to which he wished particularly to allude was attri- 
buted to Professor Wortley Axe, and in accordance with 
a resolution proposed ty the members then present he 
had written to Mr. Axe on the subject, and from that 
gentleman had received the following reply :— 


1a Lower Sloane Street, 
Sloane Square, Loudon, 8.W. 
Deak Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
some time ago, and as I fear my views of Professional 
Etiquette cannot be reconciled with those held by 
your Society, 1 will ask you to have my name re. 
moved from your list of members. 

1 am, yours faithfully, 
J. Wortiey AXE, 
Frank Somers, Esq. Professor. 


Proceeding, Mr. Somers said: It will be remembered 
that on the last occasion of our meeting in October I 
introduced the subject of an article in The Leeds Mercury 
entitled “ Veterinary Kuowledge for Farmers—Practical 
Papers on the Preventible Diseases of Farm Stock.” 
On the exact date of our meeting the first and introduc- 
tory insertion appeared, by Professor J. Wortley Axe, 
in which was described the founding of the Royal Veter- 
inary College and various contributions of treatment of 
diseases. The first paper comprising two columns of 
information was then shown to you, and since that time 
seven other weekly contributions have been given, for 
which Professor Axe and his colleagues have no doubt 
received satisfactory remuneration. The second paper 
on “ Swine Fever,’’ by Professor Axe, describes the his- 
tory and nature of the disease, the symptoms and identi- 
fication. The paper mentions that Professor Axe is one 
of the first living authorities on veterinary science. The 
third paper is by Mr. Alfred E. Pease, and although he 
is not a veterinary surgeon, but is described as a stock- 
owner, he fully describes the ailments and diseases of 
horses, but his descriptions are chiefly confined to 
diseases of the limbs and are of a common and vulgar 
description, and probably have been copied from some 
cheap unprofessional work. In describing ringbone he 
says the following are the symptoms : a filling and rising 
of the hoof, inability to flex the pastern joint. I wonder 
at The Leeds Mercury publishing such rubbish, and I 
wonder more that Professor Axe associates himself with 
such an intelligent authority. In describing in a follow- 
ing article the symptoms and treatment of various ail- 
ments, from colic down to windgalls, he shows his ignor- 
ance in a most marked manner. He certainly in many 
instances suggests sending for the “ vet.” and I should 
think no one would receive such satisfaction from a ~ 





been the cause of death. Recently he had investigated 
several cases of this kind. At Newcastle and in Edin- 
burgh post-mortem examinations had been made under | 
similar circumstances with the like result. In last month’s | 
Veterinary Journal there appeared some correspondence | 
ty this question. What the precise nature of this 
atal disease was he admitted he was not fully prepared 
at “eg tosay. There was something in connection 
With the matter yet to be discovered, but he could not 
=. vehement in his condemnation of this grain being | 

used as a feeding stuff, at all events for horses. 
fd Uuoven exhibited some plants which he had grown 
“,. €8¢ so-called “ peas,” and said he had not been 
pid her them into a flowering condition, with refer- 
which Professor W. O. Wini1aMs remarked that 


r : 
emg they would not flower except in the summer | 





THE Prorgssron AND NEwsPaPER ARTICLES. 

Mr. F. SoMERs 
ws forme 
a to a series of articles on “ Veterinary Know- 


qualified veterinary practitioner as this writer himself. A 
large jump is then made from Professor Axe-—of many 
years standing—to a person named Mr. Harold Sessions, 
M.R.C.V.S., and who writes on diseases of cattle. This 
isa man who has been qualified three years and who 
comes from Gloucestershire, and he confines his remarks 
upon the general diseases of cattle with a special refer- 
euce to tuberculosis and anthrax. Professor Axe 
finishes the series of wonderful papers by two lengthy 
articles on sheep. Now, gentlemen, this professional 
advertising and writing to newspapers is calculated to 
injure the profession in many ways. It is almost 
impossible to pick up a sporting paper of any kind with- 
out noticing “ veterinary advertisements ” and “ veter- 
inary advice ” given free. I hope this Society and other 
societies will take some notice of these pernicious 
practices. My attention has been drawn to an article 


| criticising the action we took on the occasion of our Jast 
(the hon. sec.) reminded the meeting | meeting and which recently appeared in The Mark Lane 
Tr occasion he had drawn the attention of | Express, but we can afford to treat such matters with 

| contempt. It seems deplorable that whilst the veterinary 
armers” appearing in The Leeds Mercury. | schools and many practitioners are doing the ir best to 














a a gE 




















pe ene rn ep ee 




















Sa ee en 


rast 


PE Een <= aes 


"Rok 








438 THE VETERINARY RECORD. 


February 9, 1895 





raise the status of the profession an ex-professor will 
be the means of circulating veterinary advice for one 
penny. 

The PRxsIpENT said he had been struck with the way 
in which some of those articles in The Mercury had been 
written. They certainly could not have been written by 
practical men, and in some respects the advice therein 
given was simply absurd. Moreover, it had occurred to 
him that some of those articles had been copied out of 
some out-of date text book. From the class of men who 
had written some of those articles nothing better could 
have been expected. One man admittedly was not a 
veterinary surgeon at all and another had only been a 
veterinary surgeon for a yearor two. He conceived that 
the main object these persons had had in view was to get 
their names before the public for advertising purposes. 
The case ought to go before the Council of the Royal 
College for their opinion to be expressed upon it. 

Mr. FauLKneEr, of Manchester, said that this subject, 

looked at from a professional standpoint or from that 
of individual members of the profession, or from that 
of the man who had done this was very deeply to be re- 
gretted. [t wasa most unsatisfactory position of affairs 
to have a professor who had occupied the position of 
teacher in the schools--workiug for years in teaching 
students how to gain av honourable livelihood—when he 
had disassociated himself from that teaching to forget 
the position he had held and the work he had done, and 
to apply himself to do his best to thwart the aspirations 
of his former students was deplorable truly, and all the 
more so because unfortunately this sort of thing had be- 
come a growing evil. It had been in existence more or 
less for years, until at the present time there was 
scarcely a journal devoted to agriculture in which there 
was not found veterinary advice given which was not 
worth the proverbial “ copper.’ Wheu they saw leading 
and shining lights of the profession lending themselves 
to this sort of thing he thought it was about time the 
Yorkshire and the Lancashire and other Veterinary 
Medical Associations insisted that such a state of matters 
should no longer be ignored by the authorities. They 
had very great respect for Professor Williams, of Kdin- 
burgh, aud his son—both of whom honoured them that 
day with their presence. Many of those present had 
received their education at the hands of those gentlemen, 
but how would those gentlemen stand in the estimation 
of this Association if they condescended to lend them- 
selves to the kind of thing now exposed and censured. 
It was really an important matter for such a meeting as 
this of Yorkshire veterinary surgeons to bring under 
notice, and for them to consider whether something 
could not be done tu prevent such a cause for scandal 
as this ; aud moreover to put an end to the publication 
of articles in newspapers which could not but be to the 
serious prejudice of country practitioners. Mr. Faulkner 
went on to introduce the subject of objectionable legal 
proceedings taken at the instance of the R.S.P.C.A., and 
gave several unfortunate instances of oppression and in - 
justice which had arisen in Manchester and district. He 
gave some details and asked the Association not to over- 
look such matters, but to take action whenever they 
saw that the circumstances of the case demanded it. 

The members unanimously accepted Professor Axe’s 
resignation. 

Prof. WiLLIAMs said no doubt the present discussion 
upon that gentleman’s conduct would do much good and 
might, it was hoped, be a warning to others. This 
subtle but sinister way of advertising did not now make 
its appearance for the first time, and he said he re- 
garded no less a person than Professor Brown as 
having been the pioneer in this kind of proceeding 
having published a bovk which might have been 
intended to take the bread out of the mouths of 


. those who had come under his instruction. While 





agriculture was in such a state of depression the farmer 
would hesitate before consulting his veterinary surgeon, 
and in such a book as Professor Brown’s he might think 
he had the means of avoiding that expense. Now, until 
such conduct as that of which certain men were guilty 
was punished and put a stop to, the social position of a 
V.S. would never be what it should be. It was all 
the more grievous that some of the leading men in the 
profession should lend themselves to this sort of pro- 
ceedings, and as an example, and in the hope that it 
would be a deterrent, he advised this Association, as one 
of the fathers and founders of it, to accept Mr. Axe’s 
resignation without any further observation. 

Mr. G. Carter seconded, and said he believed the 
object Mr. Somers had had in view would be best served 
by the adoption of that course, and he agreed that the 
less publicity was now given to this matter of complaint 
the better it would be. Carried. 

(To be continued.) 








ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 





The 204th general meeting of the above Association 
was held in the New Lecture Hall of the College, on 
Wednesday, January 23rd, at 6.30 pm. Mr. Anthony 
was in the chair. There were 43 members present. 

The following geutlemen were elected vice-presidents 
to fill vacancies caused by the recent examinations: 
Messrs. Houston, Johnson, Parker, and Taylor. /£ 

Mr. Wynne then read his paper. The subject was 
“ The Examination of Horses as to Soundness,”’ and was 
treated by Mr. Wynne in a thoroughly competent 
manner, being listened to with great attention by the 
gentlemen present. On the conclusion of the essay a 
discussion took place in which many of the members 
joined. 

Votes of thanks to the Essayist and Chairman ter 
mivated the meeting. 





The 205th general meeting of the above society was 
held in the New Lecture Theatre of the College, on Wed- 
nesday, January 30th, at 6.30 p.m. Mr. Berry was in the 
chair. There were 42 members present. 

Post-mortem specimens were introduced by Messrs. 
Gillam and Thompson. 

An essay was read by Mr. Bibbey on “ Parturition of 
the Cow.” On its conclusion a discussion ensued in 
which many gentlemen joined. 

With votes of thanks to the essayist and chairman the 
meeting terminated. 

Water Burt, Assist. Sec. 





——— 











Honouring Mr. Clement Stephenson. 


We understand that there is a movement on foot 
amongst breeders of Aberdeen-Angus cattle to entertal 
Mr. Clement Stepheuson to a complimentary dinner 
recognition of the great service which he has rendered to 
the Aberdeen-Angus breed. The dinner, it is proposed, 
should take place in Perth on the evening of the 19th 
curt.—the night before the annual show and sale of 
bulls. Mr. Ferguson, Picstonhill, who is interesting 
himself in this very laudable movement, ask us to state 
that it will greatly facilitate arrangements if gentlemen 
intending to be present will kindly make intimation ° 
such intention to him without delay. Mr. Stephenso® 
has done yeoman service to the Aberdeen-Angus b 
and there should be a large gathering in his honour 0 
the 19th inst.—N.B.A. 
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THE JUBILEE MEMORIAL. 





SIR 
I should be much obliged if you would insert in your 
next issue the subjoined list of members of the Jubilee 
Memorial Committee, and allow me to intimate that 
members of the profession who may be willing to join and 
assist the committee in promoting the success of the 
memorial are cordially invited to communicate with the 
chairman, Mr. R. C. Trigger, Newcastle-under- Lyme. 

The first list of subscribers will be published in March. 
Donations will be received and acknowledged by the 
treasurer, Mr. F. W. Wragg,17, Church Lane, White- 
chapel, E., and by yours faithfully, 

J. MacquEeEn. 
Royal Veterinary College, Jan. 28th, 1895. 


THe CoMMITTEE. 


T. E. Auger, Wymondham(C. Hartley, Lincoln 
J. Abson, Sheffield H. Kidd, Accrington 
W. Awde, Stockton-on-|H. Hunter, Newcastle-on- 
Tees Tyne 
Prof. Brown, C.B. Prof. Hobday, London 
Prof. Bradley, Edinburgh|J. Malcolm, Birmingham 
W. H. Bloye, Plymouth |W. J. Mulvey, London 
A.C. Cope, Board of Agri-/G. Mayer, Kirkham 
culture Capt. Mills, Bombay 
A. Lawson, Manchester |F.C. Mahon, London 
Sam Locke, Manchester |J. Nisbit, Fence Houses 
Prof.McCall, Glasgow H. Olvtr, Tamworth 
Prof. McFadyean, London|Prof. Pritchard, London | 
Prof.Mettam, Edinburgh |Prof. Penberthy, London | 
Prof. McCall, Jun., J.M. Parker, Birmingham 
Glasgow J. E. Peele, J.P., Durham 
A. W. Mason, Leeds A. Peele, West Hartlepool | 
Thos. Campbell, Kirkend-|C. Pack, Lymington 
bright J. A. Robinson, Market | 
H. D. Chorlton, Man- Deeping 
chester H. C. Reeks, London 
Prof. Dewar, Edinburgh |Prof. Shave, London 
J. Dow, Swansea Prof. 8. Stockman, 
J.A.W. Dollar, London Edinburgh 
H. J. Dawes, West Brom-|J. F. Simpson, J.P., 


wich Maidenhead 
Prof. Edgar, Dartford W. Shipley, Jun., 
G. Elphick, Newcastle-on- Yarmouth 


; Tyne F. Sumers, Leeds 
Sir F. W. FitzWygram, M.P.|A. C. Stewart, Cardiff 
Dr. Fleming, C.B. R. C. Trigger, (Chairman) 
Edwin Faulkner, Man-|P. Taylor, Manchester 
chester Hy. Thompson, Aspatria 

J.Fraser, St. Albans S. Villar, Harrow 

G. Frew, Glasgow Prof. Williams, Edinburgh 
Thos. Greaves, Manchester|F. W. Wragg, (Treasurer) | 
H.J. Goodall, Melton |J. P. Walker, Oxford | 
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W. = President Prof. Wild London 
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OBITUARY. 





Tuomas Hexsert Lewis, F.R.C.V.S., of Glasgow. 
Graduated, April, 1879, at the New Vet. College. 


An inquest was held in Liverpool on Monday, Jan. 
28th. Evidence was given to the effect that deceased, 
who was a man of very superior ability, and had been 
lecturer on anatomy at the New Veterinary College, 
Edinburgh, had contracted the habit of taking opium, 
aud occasionally drank to excess. He arrived at the 
Bradford Hotel, Liverpool, the Monday previous, and 
seemed very drowsy. On Saturday morning he was 
found lying dead on the bedroom floor, having stabbed 
himself to the heart with a penknife, which was found 
near the body. A verdict of suicide while temporarily 
insane was returned. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


(Several of the following were crowded out last week). 


VETERINARY EVIDENCE IN THE POLICE 
COURT. 


SIR 

When readiag an account of a prosecution for “dog 
cropping ” recently heard at the Worship Street Pelice 
Court in The Record of January 26th, and was very much 
astonished at the evidence given by one of the profes- 





| sional witnesses for the defence. He gave it as his 


opinion that “ cutting the root of a dog’s ear caused no 
more pain after the lappel had been cut,’’ avd when 


| asked for a scientific theory he explained “that the 


sensitiveness of the ear originated with the seventh nerve, 
and that the first cutting of the ear (the lappel) destroyed 
the nerve entirely, and though fragments remained in 
other parts of the ear, he maintained that successive 
cuts or removal of the parts of the roots “ caused no 
ain.”’ 

This Mr. Editor is certainly a new theory in physiology 
and one that 1 certainly have never seen advanced be- 
fore I take it that the lappel of the ear is that portion 
nearer the tip in which the small branches of the nerve 
terminate, and why the cutting off of a portion of one 
or more of these terminal branches (without division of 
the main trunk of the nerve) should destroy sensibility 
in the whole organ is certainly beyond my comprehen - 
sion. 

The whole statement is undoubtedly absurd, and shows 
either want of knowledge of physiology or “an attempt 
to mystify or put off his guard” by a flow of technical 
language the presiding magistrate. 1, am pleased to 
see, however, that such was not the result and that Mr. 
Bushby was not so easily convinced. 

The way in which veterinary evidence has at times 
been received in the police courts, and the very small 
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‘amount of value put upon it pres unjustly) My the 
, | ch, has been a great source of annoyance to the pro- 
Cropping Dogs’ Ears—Judgment. Peres in general eo to the at rane or wiinenes in 
ae | particular, but I think that before we can expect to 
Decision was given by the Worship Street Police receive that appreciation which is in many cases due to 
Court magistrate in London on 25th ult., in a pro- | us from the presiding justices, we ought at least to be 
‘ecution which has aroused considerable excitement acyuainted with the elementary principles of physiology 
among fanciers and dog men. The magistrate, in} con- | and the other branches of our studies, and be prepared to 
Victing _ accused, said the defence had failed to vin- | back up our opinions with scientific and credible theories. 
cate the common practice of cropping which had Yours faithfully, ‘ 
dee nated in the sslenaetes of Se” Nadiien. Each Jno. R. Green, F.R.C.V.S. 
a was fined £5—the full penalty--with £2 2s. Alfreton, Jan. 29th, 1895. 
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THE MOVES AT THE BOARD OF 
AGRICULTURE. 


Sir, ‘ 

Will you allow me space to make a suggestion by way 
of affording support to your efforts to expose Mr. Gard- 
ner’s folly in the management of the Veterinary Depart- 
ment under the Board of Agriculture. I take it that 
there are over two thousand veterinary surgeons in prac- 
tice in Great Britain and Ireland, now if each of these 
would write a letter, or better still see the member who 
represents his constituency in Parliament, and explain to 
him who is proposed as a successor to Professor Brown, 
I think much good would be done and even perhaps 
our point gained. [am glad to know that we have men 
in our protession who occupy good social position and 
possess considerable influence, and I appeal to them to 
use their best efforts at this juncture to resent the insult 
prepared for us. If Major Tevnant is placed at the head 
of the Veterinary Department, it will be a blow from 
which we shall not recover for many along day. I do 
not think the Council or the Veterinary Associations as 
such can do much for us in this matter. If we all keep 
** pegging away ” I am sure we can do it. 

There are 650 odd members of Parliament, and if each 
one of them gets three or four letters besides sundry 
interviews from irate veterinary surgeons, some of them 
will be sure to make a move. “ Labby’s” constituents 
have a special advantage. 

J. FRASER. 

St. Albans. 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 
SIR, 

| have often felt surprised that our profession in 
Great Britain has so quietly submitted to be deprived 
of its rights, and I will be still more surprised if active 
steps be not taken to prevent the perpetration of such 
a scandalous job as the appointment of an ex militaire 
as chief of the English Veterinary Department. We 
in this country are only blessed (!!!) with the services 
of one non-professional Travelling Inspector, and though 
the gentleman in question may no doubt have been a 
very able naval officer, it would hardly be unfair to 
assume that at the date of his appointment he knew 
just as much about veterinary science as a cow does of 
Conchology. Why military and naval pensioners, brief- 
less barristers, and nondescripts of all sorts are appointed 
to positions which naturally should be filled by members 
of our profession, is one of those things which “ no 
fellow can understand.”’ 

Now, sir, with regard to the rumour as to the ap- 
pointment of an ex-military man as practically head of 
the English Veterinary Department, of the Board of 
Agriculture, there is one aspect of the case which seems 
to have been overlooked, and that is that the matter 
uoocerns Ireland almost, if not quite, as much as 
England. 

About three millions of animals are ex 
this country to Great Britain annually, the aan 
Council, made presumably on the advice of the Chief of 
the Veteriuary Department, control this vast trade 
and as the graziers and traders on this side of the Channel 
cannot afford to permit experiments to be made b 
amateurs at their expense, I think I can safely stenbaen 
that if Major This, or Captain That, or the Rt Hon 
So-and-So be cp oa to succeed Professor Brown. 
more than one of the Irish M.P.’s will give Mr. Herbert 
Gardner every possible opportunity for explanation 

Yours truly, : 
Tos. H. Simcocgs. 





THE TREATMENT OF SPRAINS BY PRESSURE 


Srp. 

In reply to Captain Smith’s letter in re above subject, 
1 beg to say that I made novclaim as to “ priority for the 
treatment of sprains by pressure.” I expressly stated in 
the extract I gave from my article in September and 
October, 1888, that the treatment I have since followed 
had heen suggested to me by Dr. Henderson, of Shanghai, 
and had been exhaustively dealt with by Dr. Moullin in 
his work on “ Sprains,’ which was published in 1887, 
namely, a year previous to the appearance of Captain 
Smith’s remarks in the Veterinary Journal of April, 
1888. 1n that number (p. 287) of the Veterinary Journal 
Captain Smith says: “ As soon as he had a case of sprain 
he applied to the leg a bandage as tight as he could draw 
it, with plenty of tow underneath to prevent it cutting 
the leg.’ Here we see that Captain Smith uses the tow 
merely as a means of protecting the limb from injury by 
the bandage which, as he says nothing to the contrary, I 
presume to be one of the ordinary length of 7 or 8ft. I, 
ou the contrary, taught by Drs. Henderson and Moullin, 
(I delight to quote the sources of any information I get) 
use cotton wool as a means of obtaining wriformly dis- 
tributed pressure, which cannot be obtained by Captain 
Smith’s method, in which the tow is employed “ to pre- 
vent it (the bandage) cutting the leg.’”” He makes no 
allusion to the use of the tow as a means for obtaining 
the evenly distributed pressure, which is the essential 
part of the treatment about which I wrote, as you will 
note from the following extract (see Veterinary Mecord, 
12th January, 1895, p. 383), “ Having got a layer of about 
four inches thick round the limb aud arranged it neatly, 
we may take a cotton bandage ihree inches broad and 
18 feet long, and wind the bandage over the cotton as 
tightly as we can draw it. The pressure thus exerted 
will, by reason of the elasticity of the cotton, be as uni- 
formly distributed cn the soft parts which require it as on 
the bony prominences.” 

What I claim is that I have been the first to treat 
recent sprains in horses by the method by uniformly dis- 
tributed pressure, about which Captain Smith made no 
mention. By his plan, if applied to sprain of the flexor 
tendons, or suspeusory ligaments for instance, the only 
effect of the bandage would be that of approximating the 
involved structure to the large metacarpal or large meta- 
tarsal, as the case might be; for, as the bandage could by 
no possibility cut the sides of the leg, the tow would be 
placed only or its anterior and posterior aspects. What- 
ever may have been the rationale of Captain Smith’s 
procedure it could not have been that of uniformly dis- 
tributed pressure. I fully rely on Captain Smith’s sense 
of honour preventing him from saying in this year ° 
grace 1895, that he used to put the tow on each side of 
the leg as well as on the front and rear aspects. 

M. H. Hayes. 


Melton Mowbray. 
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